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August 13, 2011

Greetings:

The Meridian Community Band will be hosting the 17th Annual Red Cedar Festival of Community Bands on Saturday, February 25, 2012, at Okemos High School, Okemos, Michigan. 

Twelve community bands will each present a thirty-minute public concert followed by a thirty-minute educational performance clinic conducted by one of four clinicians.  Each clinician is highly regarded and is an enthusiastic supporter of the adult band movement. Instrumental master classes will be offered to members of participating bands free of charge.  The classes will be presented by university-level specialists and are designed to be participatory. 

Participants are urged to "make a day of it" in order to enjoy the fine performances of bands from across the state. Organizational networking, camaraderie, and archival recordings are among the other activities and benefits of the festival.

Enrollment in the festival is limited to twelve bands for 2012. The registration fee is $175 per organization. Registration forms and payment must be received by October 15, 2011. A prompt response is encouraged to meet the registration deadline.

Schedules and event information will be posted on the Meridian Community Band website in the Red Cedar Festival section ( www.meridiancommunityband.org ).

Sincerely,

Robert B. Copeland and Carolyn Sherrill, Red Cedar Festival Co-Chairs

Meridian Community Band

Okemos, Michigan



Email: redcedarfestival@meridiancommunityband.org 

Questions regarding Festival activities may also be answered by contacting Carolyn Sherrill by email: Carolyn.sherrill@comcast.net or by phone (517-349-8548). 

Clinicians:
David W. Montgomery is Assistant Director of Bands and Director of the Bronco Marching Band at Western Michigan University, where he also coordinates sports band operations, teaches courses in music education methods and conducting, and conducts the University Concert Band. Dr. Montgomery earned the Bachelor of Music degree in Instrumental Music Education from the University of North Carolina–Greensboro (1998) and the Master of Music degree in Music Education and Wind Conducting from Kansas State University (2004).  He holds the Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Wind Conducting from the University of South Carolina (2011).  

From 1998 to 2002, he was Director of Bands at East Gaston High School in Mt. Holly, North Carolina. During his tenure the concert band program was built from Grade IV to Grade VI and received four consecutive superior ratings at the NCMEA Concert Band Festival. Under his direction the marching band also won numerous first place awards and consistently earned superior ratings. In addition to his teaching duties, Dr. Montgomery frequently serves as an adjudicator and clinician across the Midwest and Southeast.

Dr. Montgomery’s professional memberships include Music Educators National Conference, Michigan Music Educators Association, the Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association, and College Band Directors National Conference.  He also holds memberships in Pi Kappa Lambda music honor fraternity, Phi Kappa Phi interdisciplinary honor society and honorary memberships in Kappa Kappa Psi, Tau Beta Sigma, and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia.


August Thoma is Director of Bands and Adjunct Instructor of Music at Rochester College, Rochester Hills, MI. He has also taught at Oakland University, and was Director of Bands at Rochester High School for 24 years. 

Mr. Thoma holds degrees from Michigan State University and Oakland University. He serves as a clinician and adjudicator throughout Michigan, teaches private lessons on clarinet and saxophone, and is also Director of Music Ministry at St. John Fisher University Parish in Auburn Hills, a position he has held for 33 years. 

He is a member of ASBDA, MENC, CBDNA, MSBOA, NBA, and is a proud member of the MSU Alumni Band. Mr. Thoma was selected by his students for eight editions of Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers, received the Excellence In Education Award from the Rochester Community Schools in 2001, and twice was voted MSBOA District 16 Teacher of the Year for Band. 

 

John Martin recently joined Grand Valley State University’s music program as Assistant Director of Bands/Director of Athletic Bands. Prior to his appointment at Grand Valley, Martin served as Assistant Director of Bands at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. He assisted the nationally acclaimed “Pride of the Southland” Marching Band as instructor, drill designer, and arranger. Martin’s other responsibilities included conducting the University Concert Band, administering and conducting all pep band activities, and teaching undergraduate courses in brass methods and marching band techniques. 
John Martin has finished coursework for the DMA degree in wind conducting at the University of Southern Mississippi. He received the Bachelor of Music Education and Master of Music in Wind Conducting degrees from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. Among Martin’s other conducting activities, he served as conductor of the Babahatchie Community Band in Harriman, Tennessee and guest conductor of the East Tennessee Concert Band in Knoxville. He has presented at the Michigan Music Conference and the Tennessee Music Educators Conference concerning first year teaching strategies and marching band techniques. Martin continues to actively serve as a clinician, adjudicator, and guest conductor throughout the nation. He has numerous tuba/euphonium arrangements published through TUBA Press.

Martin holds membership in many professional organizations including the National Band Association, East Tennessee School Band & Orchestra Association, Music Educators National Conference, and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia. In 2001, he was awarded Phi Mu Alpha’s Orpheus Award.


John Campbell completed a 26-year career in music education with his last nineteen years as director of bands at Traverse City High School. Other positions include directorships at East Lansing High School and Carl Brablec High School in Roseville, Michigan.  He received his Bachelor of Music Education degree from Central Michigan University and a Master of Music degree from Michigan State University.  Awards received include the American School Band Directors Association Stanbury Award (1981), Excellence in Education Award by the Traverse City Area Chamber of Commerce (1987), and Teacher of the Year by the Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association (1992). 

In 1997, after 22 years of teaching music, Mr. Campbell chose to pursue a new career in the music world.  He joined forces with Marshall Music Company to become a store manager for their new store in Traverse City. Within three months, Mr. Campbell and the 20 plus employees made the Traverse City store the top branch store in the Marshall Music chain.  After six years with Marshall Music, Mr. Campbell decided to go back to the classroom again and assumed the responsibilities of Director of Bands for Traverse City Central High School.  After four more years in the classroom, Mr. Campbell retired in 2006. Currently he serves as the Choral Director for the West Bay United Methodist Church, a position he has held since September 2002.



Red Cedar Festival of Community Bands

Meridian Community Band - P.O. Box 542 - Okemos, Mi. 48805-0542

Email: redcedarfestival@meridiancommunityband.org

Registration Form

Send this completed form and $175 registration fee to the address listed above. Enrollment deadline is October 15, 2011. Please make check or money order payable to “Meridian Community Band”. Enrollment fee is non-refundable for cancellations after December 1, 2011.

Organization name: _______________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City/State/ZIP: ___________________________________________________________
Contact person: _________________________________________________________
Contact person’s address (if different from above)

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Contact person’s e-mail address: ______________________________________________

Contact person’s telephone number: ___________________________________________

Performance time preference: (place one “x” on each choice line)

	
	Morning
	Midday
	Afternoon

	Time:
	9:00
	9:45
	10:30
	11:15
	12:00
	12:45
	1:30
	2:15
	3:15
	4:00
	4:45
	5:30
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